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Monoculture











Lecture given during the "Considering Monoculture" conference, deBuren, Brussels. February 28, 2020.

By the mid-20th century, with the aftermath of WWII, at a time when unity and the creation of a European identity was understood as essential for the survival of Europe, large-scale intensive farming methods appeared as a solution to maximize agricultural production resulting in vast areas of identical crops. Much like the agricultural monocultures, monocultural artistic and institutional practices can be both partly necessary to generate bursts of needed development and vastly damaging if unchecked. Evolving from the loaded and manifold agency of culture as a form of growth and cultivation of varied types of fields, as well as learning from recent proposals for a radical transformation of agriculture (Altieri 1995), this paper seeks to uncover the inscription of conflict, (counter-)memory, and resistance through the lenses of contemporary art within mono/multicultural processes/realities/practices.
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