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To write about the Pioneer Railroad was and still is a frustrating
task. The fact that the Pioneer Railroad was listed as a Nonument
states that x=z. What is a Nonument anyway? The fact that the
Pioneer Railroad was situated in Yugoslavia introduced yet
another unknown. What is Yugoslavia anyway?

As a result, | have started but never finished a number of
texts, trying to define at least one of three unknowns in order to
try to answer the pulsing question: why should we investigate the
long lost Pioneer Railroad territory? What is there to be opened,
questioned or problematized on a piece of land in Ljubljana's
woods, where everyone - clueless about the site's history — uses it
as a recreational road? What is there to be remembered anyway?!

When compared to other Nonument studies in Slovenia, the
Pioneer Railroad appears insignificant. Commeon to all Nonuments,
with the exception of the Pioneer railroad, is the survival of their
physical structure upon the death of their primary function. Seem-
ingly, Nonuments are useless. On the other hand, visible physical
decay materializes operations that normally stay hidden: political
and financial forces which occupy and create of space. In that
sensa, Nonuments are anomalies which resist being categorized as
luxurious assets in the spatial trade - their visibly imperfect state
functions to obstruct “the order of things".! Even without an
assigned patron, without an architect who could repair anomaly and
without public approval/glorification, Monuments are actors in
space. [ his particular function indeed lacked terminclogy. The term
“ruins” implies the state of the object, while Nonument's territories
act more like a subject — with their imperfect presence Nonuments
repetitively interrupt the context in which they are placed, regard-
less of what their prescribed function should be.

The Nonument function is not that of a romanticized decay
but is connected to its unfinished state. It is this state which initiates
the rebuilding process and triggers the moments when passers-by

Monumants are hare understood as tha interruption te thae *order of things” in Fowcauldian
sansa of countar spacas.
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start to think about what could or should be there instead. Recon-
struction and public debate arise out of dissatisfaction with the
“ruin's" unfinished state. The emancipation is in the potential of a
ruin to be anything else but a ruin (if corrected, repaired or fin-
ished). The ruin belongs to everyone the moment one imagines its
reconstruction. Nonuments are thus conflicted ground and open
spots, open for occupations and the extension of a public territory.®
The Pioneer Railroad, however, lacks disturbing visibility of
other Nonuments. Both conceived and concluded in Yugoslavia
almost seven decades ago (1948-1954), it comes across as a
closed folder. It was a replica of Pioneer railroads in Soviet Union,?
which aimed to educate youth on railroad technology and socialis-
tic values. There were Pioneer railroads functioning in Belgrade
and Zagreb when Mladinska organizacija (The Youth organization)
initiated the project in Ljubljana. The plans were made for Mari-
bor's pioneer railroad simultaneously but were never realized.
The most fascinating was a collective engagement in the
project - it took only three months to construct three station
buildings and a 4 km long railway while repairing a locomotive and
teaching 10 to 15-year-old pioneers how to self-manage the entire
railway system.* Few newspaper texts from the time mostly
reported on the Youth brigadiers enthusiastic effort to finish the
work before the set deadline.® Typical story was about a sev-
en-year old boy Petréek who desperately wanted to work with
brigadiers in order to deserve the accolade for the best worker, so
called “udarnik”, even though he wasn't allowed to work at all due
to his young age.” On the opposite, | have not encountered any
critique of the project from that time. Not a single text back then
problematized the children's premature engagement with respon-
sible and potentially dangerous tasks. The archive photographs
captured the work from the construction site and the crowded

2 This argumsant is further developed in two chaptars Threa objects at tha null point and
Hateratopy: how theory constructs spacas in mastor thesis: Sretenowid, DL {2019) Acting
Ell:hibl‘lﬂ‘.l.l'l“j'. Faculty of erchitecture, University of Ljublana, {(mentorship: Ddr.Petra

afarin}.

Tha first pionaar railroad was built in Thalisi in 1836, Souroca: Marusa Platerski artiola.

Platarski, M_{1884) Pionirska proga. In: KRON KA Casopis za Slovansko krajamno
rgodovano. £t1. katnik 32. pp.dd -5,

I Slowenski pioniri imaju svoju prugw. In: Casopis Transport. Beograd, 30.6.1848. ; also
Manifostaacija dalovna wolje za potletni plan. Inc Tovarig IV, §213. Lubljana, 24.03_ 1948 ; ales
Zakljudna dala ra picnirski progi In: Tovaris: 04.081848.; also Pionirska proga, svafano
izrocana promat. In: Tovars: 1H.0G18448.
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Starmeoki, V. (184-8). Ma pionirski progi. Inc Tovaris IV, .28, Ljubljana: 26 061948
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opening ceremony but there were no reportages on what hap-
pened after, as if the interest in everyday voyages decreased.”

Intarestingly, the railroad was demounted in 1954 as readily
as it was mounted in 1948 due to a significant decrease in passen-
gers.® Official reason for the disassembly was insufficient financing
for maintenance of the Pioneer Railroad, while the further invest-
ment - the connection with Polhov Gradec or a development of the
sports and cultural program along the road - was estimated as too
costly.” The project was labelled as useless and it was abandoned
—in today's terminology - due to its lack of self-sustainability. The
self-sustainability is a measure of progress nowadays, but it was
obviously decisive factor in 1953,/1954 too. The future that was
built by pioneers gained exact definition - it is to be self-sustainabla.
The principle which terminated the project is in contrast with values
which the Pioneer Railroad was built to promote. So the project
ended. The Picneer Railroad, according to reports, failed to meet
expected goals of aspiring youngsters to become railway workers.'?
Today, the route that connected Ljubljana’s districts Koseze, Roina
dolina and Podutik, is hardly recognizable - the former station
“Jelenov Zleb” still stands, but has been transformed into a private
residence,"” while the other two station buildings (“TV-15" and
“Trnovski gozd”) have been destroyed.®

Had it not been for the four unpretentious memorial plaques
along the route, only a very careful cbserver would have seen the
mound in the forest™ as a peculiarity worthy of detailed analysis.*
It may be due to the successful transformation of railroad
embankment to the Ljubljana's recreational culture - bicycle road

T Tha Archive of Slovenian Railway Museum and The Archive of Railway Musewm in Belgrada,
photographs found with kind assistanca from Jurij Komal {LJ) and Vulbos Visdkas (BIG).

a Platerski, M. (1384} Pionirska proga.
Ibid.

10 Ibid.

1 Lard Ragistry, Republic of Slovenia.

2 Riznar, F. in Pletzrski, M. (1998} Picnirska proga v Ljubljani. Ljubljara: samozalofba.

13 Onlly after the suggestion of tha editor of this publication, architect and author Milcd Koseo,

| saw what should b= abvicws - Pioneer railroad landscapa presence is tha mound inwoods.
It recalls excerpt from Adolf Loos taxt Architeotura, published in 1810 by NewaFrese Prass:
If wa wara to come soross a mound in the woods, six foot lomg by three foot wide, with tha
s0il piled up in a pyramid, a sombar mood would come ovar s and & voioe inside s

would say, *There is someona buried hare.™ That is architectura.

14 Architeot Milog Koseo writes abowt tha sita-spacifio mamary of the Picnear railroad in his
article Monumentalra proga v prihodncest, hitps:/fautsider si/nonumantaing -proga--pri-

hodno=st)
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runs over former railroad. According to Marusa Pleterski this was
the first cycling track in Slovenia built on the abandoned railway
route, following the strategy from 19680s.'®

The assimilation that took place may persuade the pass-
ersby that there is nothing left to be repaired or rethought on this
particular place. It may also suggest that the short-lived Pioneer
Railroad, together with the volunteer effort that was put in its
construction were better off forgotten.

It is no surprise that 70 years later in a survay among archi-
tects and artists, only two people have been informed about the
project. Yet alarming collective oblivion and frequent vandalization
of quite unnoticeable memeorial plagues redraw the confrontation
territory. What is more, the Institute for the Protection of Cultural
Heritage of Slovenia keeps no record of the railroad.”™ The mem-
ory is suppressed. But why is such memoery-loss worth mentioning
if the project has already been neutralized and abandoned within
the system that produced it?

The conversation about the Pioneer Railroad was inevitably
a commentary on Yugoslavia, which was consequently an opinion
given on either “good” or “evil” socialism. Confusing responses |
have received during interviews go to two extremes, one about
economic stability and companionship and other on repression
and dogmatism. Writing about the Pioneer Railroad appears to be
taking sides — oppressive regime or “good old times”. The false
dilemma hides paradigm conflict that was overwhelmingly larger
than my education on the matter.

Born at the moment of Yugoslavia's death, | lack formal
education on communism or socialism. Schools history curriculum
barely addressed 19451990 Yugoslavia - "self~-management”,
“communes”, “common property”, “cooperation” are unfamiliar
terms. Similarly, peers from Slovenia, Croatia and Serbia con-
firmed that vague idea about 1945-1990 Yugoslavia is dependent
on family memories and media.”™

15 Platorski, M. (1884), pp.44-586.

16 & year later, fellow resaarchars Meja and Barbara TomEi found extensive material in a
privata archive of Mr. Tadej Brate, who despita being a harsh oritio of a Yugoslay regime
calleoted mast of the valuable avidanca and artefacts missing from institutions.

i For instanca, an exhibition *Conorete Ltopia®™ in a Mussum of Modern Art in Now York,
oreated an overview on architectural invantions in tha region, not the programme in
architectural schools. Tha resaarch on modarnisis” haritage from SFRY pariod has ot
be=n inaluded in the curriculums of the Faculty of architectsrs in Ljubdjana or tha Facoulty of
architectsre in Belgrada.
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We thus belong to a transitional generation that has expe-
rienced second-hand socialism, via what remained visible of
socialist iconography, dramaturgy and cultural preduction. Being
subjects to systematic construction of oblivion, which in turns
enables (and favours) “bad” or “good” judgement on recent
history, | rely on family narratives. For me, SFRY recalls
instances of elderly reciting strange verses of pioneer pledge™
or making fun of catchy songs where Tito was “white violet"® Or
looking at the photo-album filled with half-naked companions
working on construction sites on Youth Work Actions. Grandpar-
ents' golden accolades, awarded for outstanding contribution on
work jubilees. Also, logend about grandparents’ 70m2 apartment
which was, without a glimpse of doubt, voluntarily returned to the
workers union after they moved into a self-build house. And an air
filled with bitter disappointment when Yugoslavia’s disintegration
was mentioned. Much like Neverland, SFRY arose from child-
hood memories as a utopian place, “a fantastic untroubled
region, with no real locality”.?® The lack of education must have
created room for imagination; as a result, | formed weird identifi-
cation with the place that | have never experienced. Not to be
rejected a priori as artificial nostalgia, how is this relevant for a
research?

Dr. Tanja Petrovic argues that “positive memories of life and
work in socialism are dismissed as nostalgia while the memories
of those who testify about crimes and violence conducted by the
communist authorities prevail in media discourses and are taken

ia Pionear pladga:
Today, as | beoome a Pionaar,
| giva my Pionsar’s word of honour -
That | shall study and wark diligonthy,
raspack parents and my seniors,
and baa loyal and homast comrada,/friand.
That I shall love cur hemeland, self-managed
Socialist Federal Ropublic of Yugosieia
That | shall spread brotherhood and wnity
and the principles for which comradae Tito fought.
And that | shall valua all peoples of the world who respect freedom and peace!

19 Partisian song {chorus) *Drufe Tita, ljubitica bala, tebe voli omiladina cela. Tehe voli istaro i
milada, druda Tito, ti narodro blagoe.” https/www youtubs. comwatchiv=TFRzbcTja2k
20 “Utopias afford consclation: although they hawa no real locality there is newerthalass a

Fantastio, untroubled region in which thay are able to unfold; thay opan up citias with vast
avanuas, superbly planted gardans, countrias whera lifa is aasy, avan thaugh the road to

them is: ohimerical ™ Widler, A. (2074} The troubles in theory part V1 from utopia to hoteroio-

pia. Irc Architeatural resics: |1I:I:p:|;,."',|":|urnnlu.|'|:|1il:m:'l.l.l'l]-r!ﬂ'im!lu:ﬂn'l,.III trow-
blas-in-theory-part-vi-from-utopia-toheterctopia, /BET0434 articka
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as objective testimonies with the legitimacy of historiographical
sources”.®!

This was the exact mechanism | experienced during
research. When | suggested that the Pioneer Railroad is a Nonu-
ment to a collective act, the reply was “repressed individualism™. A
MNonument on a materialized utopia was rejected with “failed
project”, a Nonument to enthusiastic construction of the future
with “enforced labour”. Again, a Nonument to cheerful childhood
memories was denied with “silly nostalgia”.

From the perspective of a precarious worker and an archi-
tect in front of shrinking territories of public space, | find solidar-
ity, common building and companionship, as well as the ability to
resist and to overcome the unbearable WWII {(and its conse-
quences) with unstoppable vitality, very relevant today. However,
the rejection | have received when mentioning the Pioneer Rail-
road, almost made me embarrassed to ask why socialist practices
are so readily regarded as totalitarian but capitalistic are not?
Dr.Petrovic argument is again relevant: “Today, in debates over
public space, common and public resources and property, and in
the struggle to retain basic elements of the welfare state, citizens
are unable to make references to their own experience of different
social relations because they are a priori delegitimized."*

What troubles me is that ready-made rejections such as
“failed project”, “repressed individualism”, etc. classify the people
living in socialism as apolitical,*® as a vague brainwashed mass.
Consequently, such approach objectifies pioneers and their expe-
rience.

While the official historical narrative addresses the pro-
grams’ disciplinary and rigorous character — children were indoctri-
nated to practice ideclogy - there were not many facts to support
such claims in interviews done with (former) pioneers. “In order to
become a suitable object of history, Yugoslavia is reduced to a linear
and flattened narrative, cleansed of any affective or emotional
investments and ruptures, and thus deprived of the capacity to
make an intervention in the present."** This capacity of the Pioneer

™ Patrowic, T. (2018} Towards the Affective History of Yugoslawia. Inc Filozofja i drutvo, XTI
{Z). p.5OA.

20 Ibidl. p. BOE.

23 Ibid. jp. B14.

24 Ibidl. jp. E14.
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Railroad to make an intervention in the present via affection and
emotional investments becomes obvious during interviews.

The interview™ | have conducted with Alojzija Erzen, a pio-
neer on the railroad, was positive, energetic and intense - there
wara no traces of forced labour or dull atmosphere. On many
occasions during the interview she screamed »Bilo je lepo! Lepo je
bilole«, =t was beautiful! Beautiful it was!«. She lively reproduced
train sounds and recited the Morse code used to communicate
along the road. She also described to the detail the design of the big
book received as an award and some older boys that jumped in and
out of the train. Her focus was far from obligations that needed to
be completed along the road, it was instead, on the beautiful pio-
neer wardrobe and sensorial experiences. Aesthetic categories, she
used to describe her »working experience« recalls Jacques Ran-
ciera's writings™ on workers' letters exchange from the end of 19th
century. What Ranciere expected in those letters was testimony “on
working conditions and the forms of class consciousness”. Instead,
the workers' narration was about leisure time, e.g. a voyage to a
pleasing landscape, for the sake of aesthetic experience, notas a
sproductive« pause which enables further work. The letters denied
presumption that “those who work do not have time to let their
steps and gazes roam at random, and that the members of a collec-
tive body do not have time to spend on the forms and insignia of
individuality.” The work and the leisure time - contemplation of the
nature - were not exclusive. Workers affiliation with a collective
body does not exclude their individualism, “these two workers were
themselves intellectuals”. Alojzija Erzen’s testimony, indeed, was not
compatible at all with normative narrative of the Pioneer Railroad as
an infrastructure, a tool, mechanism and instrument for mass
control of socialist subjects.

AN IGNORANT THEORIST

Mow, after we have detected current techniques and operations
that negate the Picneer Railroad, we are to discuss internal rup-
ture within the project. To set a discussion on Ljubljana's Pioneer

25 An interview with Alajzija Erfon, MoTA.
6 Ranciera, J. (2008). Emancipated spectator. In: Emancipated spectator. Londonc Warso,
pp. 18200
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Railroad apart from a collequial ideclogical discourse which fails
to distinguish communism from socialism, or Eastern bloc states
from Secialist Federative Republic Yugoslavia,™ the focus of the
following paper is not to list the exact chronology of the short-lived
Ljubljana's Pioneer Railroad, but to think about Nonuments in their
potential to rupture (each given) present condition. It means that
MNonuments are never true representatives of “how things were/
how things are”, but act as anachronistic territories which rupture
seemingly enclosed realities. In that sense we will cbserve the
presence of the Pioneer Railroad in both periods; 19481956 and
2018-2019, as a discontinuity from the general order of things.
The paper intentionally stays away from less interesting interpre-
tation of the Pioneer Railroad as "a tool” of “ideclogy”, “repres-
sion”, “indoctrination™ and a mere infrastructural “instrument” of
a “totalitarian” political system, simply as such conclusive defini-
tions prevent further thinking.

The focus on ruptures could be justified with a moment in
time when the Pioneer Railroad was inserted in Ljubljana. Namaly
1848 marks the year of the Tito-Stalin Split and initiation of
Yugoslavia's “third way", balance between Eastern and Western
blocks. The exchange of letters between Communist Party of
Yugoslavia and Soviet communist party escalates in Yugoslavia's
expulsion from Cominform (e.g. CPY letter from March 27 states
that “socialism in the Soviet Union has ceased to be revolution-
ary”).*® This occurs simultaneously with the organization and
execution of the Pioneer Railroad in Ljubljana. It is an interesting
misbalance, since the Pioneer Railroad was an educational model
imported from Soviet Union, to promote progress and present
railroad technology to youth. As we can see, from the very begin-
ning of its existence, the Ljubljana's railroad project holds internal
tension - it was a model of practicing socialism, copied from a
country with which Yugoslavia just broke ties.

Mow, if we assume that the project was not only infra-
structural framework for ideclogical exercise from the early age,
we may understand its less apparent aims or side effects. One

7 Tha last swoh axampla is the Guardian article Laft to rot: the new global affort o presarva
last monumants, on Monumants. “This articls was amanded on 1 August 2010, because
while the former Yugoslavia was communist and allied with the Sowiat Union under Joseph
Stalin, it was nok part of tha Soviet Union as an carlier wersion said.” This is still inoorreat, as
tha yaar 1948 marks tha break of alliznca. Tha Yugoslay socialism was characterizad by
salf-maragamont

Z8 Clissold, 5. (ed). (1875 Yugoslavia and the Soviet Unson, 1833187 3: A Doosmentary
Survay {p. 1T72).
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sentence from interviews left a lasting impact: “We travelled for
the sake of travelling.” What does it mean? It may have something
to do with the cinematographic effect of the moving landscape
and the modern subject. The view changes if we are on the train;
one point perspective space becomes blurred space with no
central reference point. Even though traveller sits still, they are
passing a promenade of moving images. And even if the train
could be a tool of centralised ideclogy, it has an opposite effect

- the position inside the train and focus on the moving exterior
made our socialist subject a futuristic subject, the one who is
and loves to be in continuous movement, without a centralised
referance system. Within an hour's journey and for a ticket that
cost like one loaf of bread21, everyone became the subject of a
modernist progress. Back then, the train ride was a tangible
sign of modernization, visible progress that was promised in
exchange for volunteer work.

It may be clearer now why the opening ceremony
attracted 20 000 people. In a 4 km narrow gauge railway, one
red locomotive, six blue wagons and three station buildings, all
planned and built in three months, was a tangible physical
record of ideals that, without visible evidence of modernization,
may sound like an alarmingly empty promise. If modernization
was the final product of a dedicated collective hard-work, what
was there to be opposed, in a country devastated after the
WWII?

Thus the Pioneer Railroad was not going from nonplace to
nowhere, as may be thought from today’s perspective; where the
apparent lack of project aims appears disproportional with the
extent of the opening ceremony. The truth is that the railway has
never been integrated into a wider infrastructure strategy4 nor
hawve train stations been located near attractive spots.4 Asked
what travellers did when they arrived at the final train station,
Alojzija Erzen answered: “Travellers went to collect mushrooms
in the woods."21 Pieneer nevertheless remembers train travel as
a favourite family weekend activity; the short distance and a very
slow pace of 25 km per hour “have never reduced the level of
excitement."21 In that sense, the project relevance lays in a
discontinuity from utilitarian practices - the possibility of a ride
was offered but there was no prescribed programme concen-
trated around the stations and no final agenda placed at the end
of the read. In other words, there was no suggestion or pre-
scription of how our futuristic subject should spend their free
time upon arrival. It is another internal rupture of the project,
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followed by the loss of a grounding referenced system within the
train.

To understand the importance of such rupture better, let us
visit territories where children play today. Since we now know that
the Pioneer Railroad was a construction dedicated to children’s
education on technology and socialistic values, do we know what
amusement parks are for today? Why would we categorize the
Pioneer Railroad as the instrument of forceful indoctrination but
the amusement park as a benevolent entertainment palace, when
the iconography of amusement park is equally persuasive as
socialism iconography? Clearly because in today's ideclogy
children are meant to have fun (and not to be dulled with responsi-
bilities of the adult world®®), but only after the adults pay the
entrance to areas precisely programmed for fun. Amusement
parks indeed often include a railroad; however the starting and
the end point of the ride are set at the ticket kiosk. Isn't the repeti-
tive activity of going up and down the loop as many times as
possible, in paid term, the exact instruction on what fun is and
what childhood is for?

On the other hand, as pioneers claim, the Pioneer Rail-
way had the opportunity to involve underprivileged children
together - when asked what was so special about the Pioneer
Railroad, our interviewer screamed: “There was nothing in
Ljubljana! We had nothing! This was the only place where we
could meet and play!™- pioneers received special wardrobe,
which they remember with special pride, free tickets to travel
across Yugoslavia, free entrance to cinema, free excursions
and a chance for practicing technology first-hand4. Above all,
children from countries devastated by the war were not treated
as inferior in the programme of constructing utopia. They did
receive a share of responsibility and privileges for being an
active part of modernization, but along the road, they encoun-
tered ruptures which allowed practicing childhood in a non-pre-
scriptive way. Most importantly, the Pioneer Railread travel for
the sake of travelling was a program open to all - pioneers
confessed that they often willingly skipped school just so they
could socialise on the railway and their enrolment in the project
was voluntary.

=0 The raga that 16-year-cld activist Greta Thunbarg cassad in 2018 illustrates inferior rola
assigned to the children in contemporary sociaty.
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“IRRELEVANT” REFERENCES

Last section is dedicated to the presence of the Pioneer Railroad
in 2019. To move a focal point to functioning of anachronism
discontinuities, we are to make a short excursion to Foucault's
work on heterotopias.

The Order of Things opens with Michel Foucault citing a
“certain Chinese encyclopaedia” quoted by J. L. Borges, in which
animals of the world are catalogued. “Animals,” he says, “are
divided into: (a) belonging to the Emperor (b) embalmed, @ tame
(d) suckling pigs, (e) sirens, (f) fabulous, (g) stray dogs, (h)
included in the present classification, (i) frenzied, (j) innumerable,
(k) drawn with a very fi ne camelhair brush (I) et cetera (m) having
just broken the water pitcher, (n) that from a long way off look like
flies.™?

The bizarre taxonomy demonstrates, according to
Foucault, the limitation of our own thought in comparison with
the “exctic charm of another system of thought™ and “threatans
to collapse our age-old distinction between Same and the
Other."

Foucault shows that there are two courses of actions in the
face of the oddities/discontinuities. The first is to ignore the
appearance of discontinuity, to annul anomalies that cannot fit into
the general order of things. This would be to treat the catalogue of
animals as simply irrelevant, incomplete and ridiculous. And this is
exactly what happened with the inclusion of the Pioneer Railroad
within a network of recreational tracks. |declogically unfit spatial
discontinuity is to be repaired, precisely because it exposes that
what the world-as-it-is tries to preserve as unified. All, is in fact
not-All. In that sense, a pleasant bicycle ride from Lake Koseze to
Ljubljana’s Zoo should be no more than a manifestation of Ljublja-
na's vision of greener future. Why should we interrupt such a
pleasant ride with remembrance on other system thought? This is
why only the rare know that they are cycling over the former
Picneer Railroad. The “fit-lifestyle society of personal perfection”

a0 Fowaault, M. {198E). The Ordar of Things. An archeology of tha human saiences. London:
Rouwthadge:.

2 Ibidl.
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overwrote the pioneer society as a "sustainable mobility strategy”
replaced by socialist infrastructure.

Today's collective oblivion compared with collective enthusi-
asm from 1948 is, at least, surprising as we are only two genera-
tions apart. The oblivion may be a result of a process that Reiner
de Graaf named the Century that never happened.® In a photo-es-
say he depicted planned destruction of 20th century residential
blocks, built for middle class workers from all over Europe. He
added “With that, modern architecture's social mission—the effort
to establish a decent standard of living for all—seems a thing of
the past. Once more, architecture is a tool of capital, complicit in a
purpose antithetical to its one-time ideological endeavour. Nearly
twenty years into the new millennium, it is as though the previous
century never happened. The same architecture that once embod-
ied social mobility now helps prevent it. Despite ever-higher rates
of poverty and homelessness, large social housing estates are
being demolished with ever-greater resolve...the final undoing of
the twentieth century, finds concrete proof in the methodic
removal of its physical substance."*

Much like social housing, the Pioneer Railroad is an embodi-
ment of what Foucault named “exotic charm of other system of
thought.” Consequently, any physical traces and memories of
“other system of thought” are to be removed, negated or dis-
torted in order for the present system to appear as the only
possibility. “Exotic” is certainly attractive (and may be addictive).
When seen, it presents a real danger, a proof of a porosity of the
system. So, to see the Pioneer Railroad as a Nonument instead of
a bicycle road, recreational track and uncontrolled vegetation is an
act of construction. Thus Nonuments are to be constructed. To
see a Nonument in a place where it seems that there is nothing to
be seen is to create discontinuity in contemporary spatial prac-
tices. It is a process similar to creating architecture without
building. It is territorialisation of space by reconstructing it in the
context other than the predominant logic of useful, productive
space. | he recognition of Nonuments is punching a hole in the

kL And what newar happenad? *Those who acquire woalth throwsgh waork fall ever furthor bahind
those who acoumulate wealth simply by owning it. Only in the three or four decedes aftar
1845 —following two world wars ard under prassura from social unrast, revalutions, labour
unions, and tha daunting prasence of a global alternative to tha capitalist system in the form
of communism—only during this unigue capsula of tima did ordinary lsborars improva thair
eoonomic standing fastar than tha ownars of capital™ . De Graaf, R{Z2007). Fourwalls and a

53?5[ The complax nature of a simpla profiession. Cambridge: Harvard univorsity prass, p.

=2 Ibid. p. 42E.
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financially commanded spatial practices and the “reality” that
supports them. In the words of the philosopher Alan Badiou:

“However if nothing punctures a hole in reality, if nothing is
an exception to the rule, if no peoint can be held on to for its own
sake, whatever it costs, than there is only the reality and the
submission to the reality.”**

After all, do not forget to remember - the ruptures are to be
seen.

a4 Eadiow, A. (2008). Tha Maaning of Sarkazy. Londaon: Werso.

222

223




